
Publications and Related Activities 
 

 

Academic Activities  

 

Monographs 

 
2. Willis, Ian, Ministering Angels, the Camden district Red Cross 1914-1945 (forthcoming) 

1. Willis, Ian, The McAleer Story: a history of a Camden family, Camden: Camden Historical Society, 2009. 

 

Articles 
 
  

34. Willis, Ian, ‘Interwar Journeys to a Country Town’. History, Magazine of the Royal Australian Historical Society, September 

2014, No 121, pp12-14 

33. Willis, Ian, ‘Kirkham’, Dictionary of Sydney (2013). Online @  http://dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/kirkham  

32. Willis, Ian, ‘Imaginings on Sydney’s edge, myth, mourning and memory in a fringe community’, Sydney Journal, Vol 4, No 

1 (2013): 127-140. Online @ http://epress.lib.uts.edu.au/journals/index.php/sydney_journal/article/view/2804  

31. Willis, Ian, ‘Townies, ex-urbanites and aesthetics, issues of identity on Sydney’s rural-urban fringe’, Australian Quarterly 

AQ, April-June 2012, pp20-25. 

30.  Willis, Ian, ‘Academic snobbery: local historians need more support’, The Conversation, 4 April 2012. Online @ 

http://theconversation.edu.au/academic-snobbery-local-historians-need-more-support-5710   

29. Willis, Ian, ‘Illawarra Mercury’,  in A Companion to the Australia Media. Ed. Bridget Griffen-Foley. Australian Scholarly 

Publishing. Melbourne. Forthcoming 2014. 

28. Willis, Ian, ‘Traditional Trades Training, A Story of Failure and Success’, The Australian TAFE Teacher, Vol 45/3, Spring 2011, 

pp. 10-12. Online @  http://www.aeufederal.org.au/Publications/TATT/Spr11p10-12.pdf  

27.  Willis, Ian, ‘Just Keep Digging: An Introductory Workshop on Examining Sources in Local History’, History and Genealogy 

2011 Australian and New Zealand, No 1, 2011, p238-240.   

26.  Willis, Ian, ‘Stories of Child Migration’, History Australia, Journal of the Australian Historical Association, Vol 8, No 1, April 

2011, pp. 250-252. 

25.  Willis, Ian, ‘Spring Farm’, Dictionary of Sydney (2010). Online at http://www.dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/spring_farm  

24. Willis, Ian, ‘Oran Park’, Dictionary of Sydney (2010). Online at http://www.dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/oran_park  

23. Willis, Ian, ‘Oran Park’, Sydney Journal, 3(1) December 2010, pp.44-51.. Online at 

http://epress.lib.uts.edu.au/ojs/index.php/sydney_journal/article/view/1861/1953  

22. Willis, Ian, ‘Heritage: a dismal state of affairs’, Sydney Morning Herald Online, 16 April 2010. Online at 

http://www.smh.com.au/opinion/politics/heritage-a-dismal-state-of-affairs-20100416-sjiy.html . 

21.  Willis, Ian, ‘Whither Heritage, The Experience of the Outdoor Movie Theatre’, AQ, Australian Quarterly, Vol. 81, Issue 6, Nov- 

Dec 2009, pp.35-39. 

20. Willis, Ian, ‘Camden, The Interwar Heritage of a Country Town’, Spirit of Progress, Vol. 10, No. 3, 2009, pp. 13-15. 

19.  Willis, Ian, ‘Stories and Things: the role of the local historical society, Campbelltown, Camden and The Oaks’, Journal of the 

Royal Australian Historical Society, Vol. 95, Pt 1, June 2009, pp. 18-37. 

18.  Willis, Ian, ‘Democracy in Place: Parochial Politics and the 2008 Local Government Elections’, AQ, Australian Quarterly, Vol 

80, Issue 6, November-December 2008, pp. 4-9. 

17.          Willis, Ian ‘Camden’, Dictionary of Sydney (2008). Online at http://www.dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/camden. 

16.         Willis, Ian, ‘Elderslie’, Dictionary of Sydney (2008).  Online at http://www.dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/elderslie 

15.          Willis, Ian, ‘Mount Annan’, Dictionary of Sydney (2008). Online at http://www.dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/mount_annan 

14.          Willis, Ian, ‘Narellan’, Dictionary of Sydney  (2008). Online at http://www.dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/narellan 

 13.         Willis, Ian, ‘Narellan Vale’, Dictionary of Sydney (2008). Online at http://www.dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/narellan_vale 

12. Willis, Ian, ‘Lost Interwar Motoring Heritage’,  AQ, Australian Quarterly, Vol 80, Issue 4, July-August 2008, pp. 12-15. 

11. Willis, Ian, ‘A Night Out – Memories of the Gayline Drive-In Movie Theatre’, Phanfare, No. 229: March-April 2008, pp. 18-19. 

Online  http://www.phansw.org.au/restrict/PhanfareMarApril2008.pdf 

10.  Willis, Ian, ‘Camden’, Sydney Journal, 1(1) March 2008, pp. 92-96. Online 

http://epress.lib.uts.edu.au/ojs/index.php/sydney_journal/issue/view/42 

http://dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/kirkham
http://epress.lib.uts.edu.au/journals/index.php/sydney_journal/article/view/2804
http://theconversation.edu.au/academic-snobbery-local-historians-need-more-support-5710
http://www.aeufederal.org.au/Publications/TATT/Spr11p10-12.pdf
http://www.dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/spring_farm
http://www.dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/oran_park
http://epress.lib.uts.edu.au/ojs/index.php/sydney_journal/article/view/1861/1953
http://www.smh.com.au/opinion/politics/heritage-a-dismal-state-of-affairs-20100416-sjiy.html
http://www.dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/camden
http://www.dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/camden
http://www.dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/elderslie
http://www.dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/elderslie
http://www.dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/mount_annan
http://www.dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/mount_annan
http://www.dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/narellan
http://www.dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/narellan
http://www.dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/narellan_vale
http://www.dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/narellan_vale
http://www.phansw.org.au/restrict/PhanfareMarApril2008.pdf
http://epress.lib.uts.edu.au/ojs/index.php/sydney_journal/issue/view/42
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9.  Willis, Ian, ‘Fifty Years of Local History, The Camden Historical Society, 1957-2007, An Address to the 50th Anniversary 

Meeting of the Camden Historical Society, 12 July 2007’. AQ, Australian Quarterly, Vol. 79, Issue 6, November-December 

2007, pp.11-16. 

8.  Willis, Ian, ‘Democracy in Action in Local Government: Camden, NSW’, AQ, Australian Quarterly, Vol. 79, Issue 2, March-

April 2007, pp. 17-21. 

7.   Willis, Ian, ‘The Gentry and the Village, Camden, NSW, 1800-1939’, AQ, Australian Quarterly,  Vol. 78, Issue 4, July-

August 2006, pp. 19-24. 

6. Willis, Ian, ‘Camden At War, Second World War, 1939-1945, A Brief Overview’, AQ, Australian Quarterly, Vol. 78, Issue 

1, January-February 2006, pp. 23-28. 

5.   Willis, Ian, ‘The Member for Camden: Dr Elizabeth Kernohan’, AQ, Journal of Contemporary Analysis, Vol. 77, Issue 1, 

January-February 2005, pp. 21-25. 

4.  Willis, Ian, 'Wartime Volunteering in Camden', History Australia, Journal of the Australian Historical Association, Vol. 2, No. 

1, December 2004, pp. 09-1 to 09-9. Online http://publications.epress.monash.edu/doi/abs/10.2104/ha040009 

3.  Willis, Ian, 'Camden's salvage campaign, 1939-1945', Journal of the Australian War Memorial, No. 38, April 2003. Online 

http://www.awm.gov.au/journal/j38/salvage.htm 

2. Willis, Ian, 'The Role of Geography in TAFE NSW', Geography Bulletin, Autumn, 1997, pp. 43-47.  

1. Willis, Ian, 'Patriotism and Education in New South Wales, 1915-1930', Journal of the Royal Australian Historical Society Vol. 

80, Parts 1&2, 1994, pp. 74-90. 

 

Book chapter 
1             Willis, Ian, Introduction for Camden Diggers of WW1, Janice Johnson (ed) (Camden: Camden Historical Society, 2014) 

 
Conference Proceedings (published) 
 
3. Willis, Ian, ‘Townies, ex-urbanites and aesthetics, issues of identity on Sydney’s rural-urban fringe’ presented at 11th 

Australasian Urban History/Planning History Conference Urban Transformations: Booms, Busts and  other Catastrophes at 

University of Western Australia, 5-8 February 2012.  Peer reviewed. 

2. Willis, Ian, ‘Cultural Heritage and conservation: issues of education and training’, Islands of History, Proceedings of the 25th 

Anniversary Conference, Professional Historians Association (NSW), Norfolk Island, July 2010, Spit Junction, NSW: Anchor 

Books Australia, 2011. 

1.   Willis, Ian, 'Active Citizens and Loyal Patriots: The Role of Two Local Newspapers on the Australian Homefront, 1939-1945', 

Bibliographical Society of Australia and New Zealand Bulletin, Vol. 24, No. 1, 2000, pp. 81-92 
 

Conferences (presentations) 
 
19.  Willis, Ian, ‘Ministering Angels’, The Red Cross and Myth on the Australian Wartime Homefront’,  paper for The Australian 

Historical Association 33rd Annual Conference, Conflict in History, University of Queensland, 7-11 July 2014. 
18. Willis, Ian, ‘What’s in a name? An identity crisis on Sydney’s fringe’, paper for The Australian Historical Association 32nd 

Annual Conference, Mobilities and Mobilisations in History, University of Wollongong, 8-12 July 2013. 

17. Willis, Ian, Keynote speaker, ‘Academic snobbery: local historians need more support’, Keynote presentation for the Beyond 

the Limits of Location, 10th Annual Conference of the Yass & District Historical Society Inc, St Clement’s Retreat & 

Conference Centre, Galong, NSW, 8-10 March 2013. 

16. Willis, Ian, ‘Imaginings on Sydney’s edge, myth, mourning and memory in a fringe community’, paper for the From the 

Ground Up, People and Place in Sydney’s Past Conference, State Library of New South Wales, 23-24 August 2012. 
15.  Willis, Ian, ‘Prayer, Patriotism and Place, volunteering, church committees and the New South Wales country Red Cross’, 

paper for the Australian Historical Association 2012 Conference, Connections,  University of Adelaide, Adelaide, 9-13 July 

2012. 

14. Willis, Ian, ‘Butts, cornices and pointing, a dismal history of malaise in traditional trades training in New South Wales’, paper 

for the Australian Historical Association 2011 Regional Conference, History at the Edge, University of Tasmania, Launceston, 4-

8 July 2011. 

13.   Willis, Ian, ‘Cultural Heritage and Conservation, Some issues surrounding education and training’, paper for the 

Professional Historian’s Association (NSW) Conference, Islands of History, Norfolk Island, 18-25 July 2010. 

12. Willis, Ian, ‘”We gave it our all”, service, status and patriotism in the New South Wales country Red Cross’, paper for the 

Australian Historical Association 2009 Regional Conference, Constructing the Past, University of the Sunshine Coast, 

Sunshine Coast, 30 June-3 July 2009. 

11. Willis, Ian, ‘Community Partnerships: Are they all that they are cracked up to be?’, paper for the Museums Australia 2009 

National Conference, Work in Progress, Newcastle Town Hall, Newcastle, 17-20 May 2009. 

http://publications.epress.monash.edu/doi/abs/10.2104/ha040009
http://www.awm.gov.au/journal/j38/salvage.htm


last updated Sept 2014 

    

3 

10. Willis, Ian, ‘ Camden: the role of heritage in the making of place in a New South Wales country town’, paper for the 

Australian Historical Association 2008 Biennial Conference, Locating History, University of Melbourne, Melbourne, 7-10 

July 2008. 

9.  Willis, Ian, ‘Yearning, Longing and The Remaking of Camden’s Identity: the myths and reality of ‘a country town idyll’, 

paper for the Australian Historical Association 2007 Regional Conference, Engaging Histories, University of New England, 

Armidale, 23-26 September 2007.  

8.   Willis, Ian, ‘Fifty Years of Local History, Camden Historical Society, 1957-2007, paper for the Public History in the Public 

Domain, Professional Historians Association (NSW) Inc, 2007 Regional Conference in Canberra, Canberra, 7 July 2007.  

7.  Willis, Ian, ‘The Effect of the Second World War on Australian Society: A Social History Approach’, paper for the 

Australian Historical Association 2006 Biennial Conference, Australian National University, Canberra, 3-7 July 2006.  

6.  Willis, Ian, 'Wartime Volunteering in Rural Camden', paper for the Feast by the Murray: Australian Historical Association, 

Regional Conference, Mildura, 28 September-1 October 2003. 

5.    Willis, Ian, 'World War Two and the Camden Women's Voluntary Services', paper for the  People and War Conference: 

Aspects of Military History, University of Wollongong, 16-18 July 2001. 

4.  Willis, Ian, 'World War Two and the Camden Women's Voluntary Services', paper for the War, Society, Culture: Approaches and 

Issues Symposium, University of Newcastle, 2 November 2001. 

3.   Willis, Ian, 'Active Citizens and Loyal Patriots: The Role of Two Local Newspapers on the Australian Homefront, 1939-1945', 

paper for the Local Newspapers and Local Identities Conference of the History of the Book in Australia Project, Chiltern, 

Victoria, 1-3 October 1999. 

2.    Willis, Ian, 'The Australian Red Cross, Wartime and A Small Country Community', paper for the Social Cohesion, Justice and 

Citizenship: The Role of the Voluntary Sector Conference, Victoria University, Wellington, New Zealand, 3-5 July 1996. 

1.    Willis, Ian, 'The Effect of World War Two on Camden and District', paper for the Australian War Memorial History 

Conference, ADFA, Canberra, 12-15 November 1991. 

 

Seminars 
 
2.  Willis, Ian, ‘Service, Status and Patriotism: The Camden Red Cross, 1914-1945 – a re-examination’, paper for the School of 

History and Politics Staff and Postgraduate Seminar Series, University of Wollongong, Wollongong, 10 August 2005.  

1.   Willis, Ian,  'Camden At War: The Effect of World War Two on Camden and District', paper for the Department of History 

and Politics Seminar Program, University of Wollongong, 3 November 1993 

 

Reviews 
 
2.  Willis, Ian, Proposed publication: John Beckett, Issues in Local History, for Routledge, UK, January 2012. 

1. Willis, Ian, ‘Stories of Child Migration’, Review of  exhibition With the Best of Intentions, curator, Doreen Lyon. The 

Wollondilly Heritage Centre, The Oaks, NSW, 7 November 2010 – late 2012. 

<http://www.oaksheritagecentre.com/events.hm> in History Australia, Vol. 8, No. 1 (2011), pp. 250-252.  

  

Reader 
 
1 Willis, Ian, Reader for Jan Twomey, ‘Australian Nurses in the Vietnam War’, PhD in preparation, University of 

Wollongong, 2013. 
 

 

 
Public History Activities  
 

Editor (Journal) 
 

1 Camden History, Journal of the Camden Historical Society 

 

Editor (Newsletter) 
 
1 Newsletter,  Camden Historical Society Inc 

http://www.oaksheritagecentre.com/events.hm
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Articles   
 
121. Willis, Ian, ‘Camden’s Central Flying School’, The District Reporter, 15 August 2014 

120. Willis, Ian, ‘Camden’s distinct Edwardian cottages’, The District Reporter, 25 July 2014 

119.  Willis, Ian, ‘Doing their civic and patriotic duty’, The District Reporter, 30 May 2014 

118. Willis, Ian, ‘Shortage of wartime CWA volunteers’, The District Reporter, 23 May 2014 

117. Willis, Ian, ‘Camden CWA leads way in wartime’, The District Reporter, 16 May 2014 

116.  Willis, Ian, ‘Community got behind net making’, The District Reporter, 9 May 2014 

115.  Willis, Ian, ‘CWA’s patriotic net making’, The District Reporter, 2 May 2014 

114. Willis, Ian, ‘Camden CWA’s role in the war effort’, The District Reporter, 24 April 2014 

113. Willis, Ian, ‘The life and times of a wartime volunteer’, The District Reporter, 13 December 2013 

112. Willis, Ian, ‘God, King and Country’, The District Reporter, 29 November 2013 

111. Willis, Ian, ‘Camden’s Inter-war heritage’,  The District Reporter, 1 November 2013 

110. Willis, Ian, ‘Air raid shelter sees daylight’, The District Reporter, 18 October 2013 

109.  Willis, Ian, ‘The Camden War Cemetery’, The District Reporter, 13 September 2013 

108. Willis, Ian, ‘Hitting the right note’,  The District Reporter, 16 August 2013 

107. Willis, Ian, ‘Historians visit the history of Camden’, The District Reporter, 19 July 2013 

106. Willis, Ian, ‘A seaside holiday for the locals’, The District Reporter, 21 June 2013 

105. Willis, Ian, ‘Camelot’s country matriarchs’,  The District Reporter, 7 June 2013 

104. Willis, Ian, ‘The estate village of Menangle’, The District Reporter, 24 May 2013 

103. Willis, Ian, ‘Menangle Australian Light Horse’, The District Reporter, 26 April 2013 

102. Willis, Ian, ‘French troops welcomed in Camden’, The District Reporter, 5 April 2013 

101. Willis, Ian, ‘The Camden Recreation Room during the war years’, The District Reporter, 29 March 2013 

100. Willis, Ian, ‘Little angels of the Junior Red Cross’, The District Reporter, 22 February 2013. 

99. Willis, Ian, ‘Volunteers and the Waley Nerve Hospital’, The District Reporter, 11 January 2013 

98.  Willis, Ian, ‘Camden women go to war’, The District Reporter, 7 December 2012.  

97.  Willis, Ian, ‘Babies helped homefront warriors war effort’, The District Reporter, 23 November 2012. 

96. Willis, Ian, ‘The Inter-war image of Camden’, The District Reporter, 9 November 2012 

95.  Willis, Ian, ‘John Carlyle Southwell OAM, RFD, ED’, Camden History, Journal of the Camden Historical Society, vol 3, no 4, 

September 2012. 

94.  Willis, Ian, ‘Camden ‘War Chest’ Patriotic Day 1917’, The District Reporter, 31 August 2012. 

93.  Willis, Ian, ‘The foundation of the Camden Red Cross’, The District Reporter,  3 August 2012. 

92.  Willis, Ian, ‘Women’s Land Army filled farming labour shortage’, The District Reporter,  22 June 2012. 

91.  Willis, Ian, ‘St John’s Mothers’ Union, District Reporter, 18 May 2012.  

90.  Willis, Ian, ‘Yearning, Longing and The Remaking of Camden’s Identity: the myths and reality of ‘a country town idyll’, 

paper for the Australian Historical Association 2007 Regional Conference, Engaging Histories, University of New England, 

Armidale, 23-26 September 2007 in Camden History, Vol 3, No3, March 2012. 

89. Willis, Ian, ‘Francis Warner’, Camden History, Vol 3, No 3, March 2012. 

88.  Willis, Ian, ‘Camden’s carpenters – a traditional trade’, District Reporter, 30 January 2012. 

87.  Willis, Ian, ‘Blacksmithing, was a Camden Heritage Trade’, District Reporter, 23 January 2012. 

86.  Willis, Ian, ‘Camden’s Traditional Trades’, District Reporter, 19 December 2011, p. 16. 

85.  Willis, Ian, ‘Edwina Macarthur Stanham’, Camden History, Journal of the Camden Historical Society, Vol 3, No 2, September 

2011, pp. 185-198. 

84. Willis , Ian, ‘Community Partnerships, are they all that they are cracked up to be?’ paper for the Museums Australia 2009 

National Conference, Work in Progress, Newcastle Town Hall, Newcastle, 17-20 May 2009 in Camden History, Journal of 

the Camden Historical Society, Vol 3, No 2, September 2011, pp, 199-208.  

83.  Willis, Ian, ‘Miss Showgirl, an enduring anachronism’, District Reporter,  3 October 2011.  

82. Willis, Ian, ‘Lee Abrahams, The District Reporter’, Camden History, Journal of the Camden Historical Society, Vol 3, No 1, 

March 2011, pp 1-6. 

81. Willis, Ian, ‘Just Keep Digging: An Introductory Workshop Examining Sources in Local History’, in History and Genealogy 

2011, Australia and New Zealand, Number One, February 2011, (Adelaide, Unlock The Past). 

80.  Willis, Ian, ‘Footraces, Nail Driving and Bazaars: Park of New Year’s Day Carnival’. District Report, 10 January 2011. 

79.  Willis, Ian,  ‘Footraces, Nail Driving and Bazaars, The Village New Year’s Day Sports Carnival’, New Years Eve Australia. 

Online at  http://www.jaybees.info/new-years-day-sports-carnival 

79.  Willis, Ian, ‘The enduring face of the Camden Showgirl’, District Reporter, 15 November 2010. 

78.  Willis, Ian, ‘Australian Dress Register’, Camden History, Journal of the Camden Historical Society, Vol 2, No 10, September 

2010, p.412.. 
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77.  Willis, Ian, ‘Mosaic Item (Object) Historical Research Report’, Camden History, Journal of the Camden Historical Society, Vol 

2, No 10, September 2010, p.401. 

76. Willis, Ian,  ‘Charity volunteers, the good works of Kay Sidman and others in Camden’, Camden History, Journal of the 

Camden Historical Society, Vol 2, No 10, September 2010, pp.388-400. 

75.  Willis, Ian, ‘The Glory of steam, Pansy, the Camden tram’,  Heritage Tourism, Online, 9 August 2010.  Online at  

http://www.heritagetourism.com.au/the-glory-of-steam-pansy-the-camden-tram/  

74. Willis, Ian, ‘The heritage of housing style’, District Reporter 30 August 2010. 

73. Willis, Ian, ‘The romance of steam and famous Pansy, the Camden tram’, District Reporter, 16 August 2010. 

72. Willis, Ian, ‘The Bellman Hangars in Camden Airfield’, District Reporter, 3 April 2010.  

71. Willis, Ian, ‘Spring Farm, Yesterday and Tomorrow’,  In Macarthur, Autumn, Issue 10, No 4, 2010, pp 54-58. 

70. Willis, Ian, ‘Oran Park’, Camden History, 2010. Online at http://www.camdenhistory.org.au/OranPark.pdf  

69. Willis, Ian, ‘Bellman Hangars, Camden Airfield, Camden History, Journal of the Camden Historical Society, Vol. 2, No 9, 

March 2010, pp. 361-362. 

68. Willis, Ian, ‘Camden – A Moment in Time’, Seniorlifestyle (Sthn Highlands, Campbelltown and ACT Ed). Dec 09/Jan 10, p.8.  

67. Willis, Ian, ‘Oran Park, In the Rearview Mirror’, In Macarthur, Summer, Issue 10, No 4, 2009, pp. 54-58. 

66.  Willis, Ian,  Camden in the Air’, In Macarthur, Spring, Issue 10, No 2, 2009, pp. 54-58. 

65.  Willis, Ian, ’32 Squadron RAAF, Camden Airfield, 1942-1944’, Camden History, Journal of the Camden Historical Society, 

Vol 9, No 8, September 2009, pp. 295-304. 

64. Willis, Ian, ‘US Air Force and Camden Airfield’, Camden History, Journal of the Camden Historical Society, Vol 9, No 8, 

September 2009, pp. 293-294. 

63.  Willis, Ian, ‘Central Flying School RAAF, Camden Airfield, 1940-1942’, Camden History, Journal of the Camden Historical 

Society, Vol. 9, No. 8, September 2009, pp. 287-292. 

62.  Willis, Ian, ‘Camden War Cemetery’, Camden Remembers, Camden District Roll of Honour. Online at 

http://www.camdenremembers.com.au/crcemetery.html   Updated June 2009.  Viewed on 6 July 2009. 

61.  Willis, Ian, ‘Spring Farm’, Camden History. Online at  http://www.camdenhistory.org.au/Spring%20Farm.pdf Viewed on 

18 April 2009. 

60.  Willis, Ian, ‘Hut No. 72, Camden Airfield’, District Reporter, 27 July 2009. 

59.   Willis, Ian, ‘The Routine Pacific Mission that went wrong’,  District Reporter,  15 June 2009. 

58.  Willis, Ian, ‘When Drive-Ins were in Fashion’, District Reporter, 27 April 2009. 

57.   Willis, Ian, ‘Spring Farm’s Agricultural and Mining Past to Urban Future’, District Reporter, 2 February 2009. 

56.   Willis, Ian, ‘El Caballo Blanco, A Forgotten Past’, District Reporter, 19 January 2009. 

55.   Willis, Ian, ‘The Land Grant of Oran Park’, District Reporter, 19 January 2009. 

54.  Willis, Ian, ‘Oran Park’, Camden History, 2008.. Online at  http://www.camdenhistory.org.au/OranPark.pdf  . 

53. Willis, Ian, ‘Camden Bibliography, A Biography of a Country Town’, Camden History, 2008.. Online at 

http://www.camdenhistory.org.au/camdenbibliography.html    

52.  Willis, Ian, ‘Narellan Vale’, Camden History, 2008.. Online at  http://www.camdenhistory.org.au/Narellan%20Vale.pdf    

51.  Willis, Ian, ‘Narellan’, Camden History, 2008. Online at  http://www.camdenhistory.org.au/Narellan.pdf     

50  Willis, Ian, ‘Mount Annan, Camden History, 2008.. Online at http://www.camdenhistory.org.au/Mount%20Annan.pdf    

49.  Willis, Ian, ‘Elderslie’, Camden History, 2008..  Online at  http://www.camdenhistory.org.au/Elderslie.pdf     
48 Willis, Ian, ‘Camden’, Camden History, 2008.. Online at http://www.camdenhistory.org.au/Camden.pdf    

47. Willis, Ian, ‘Just Keep Digging: An Introductory Workshop Examining Sources in Local History’, Camden History, 2008. 

Online at http://www.camdenhistory.org.au/Just%20Keep%20Digging.pdf     

46.  Willis, Ian, ‘A Conversation with Joy Thorn’, Camden History, Journal of the Camden Historical Society, vol. 2, no 5, March 

2008, pp. 165-184. 

45.   Willis, Ian, ‘Pre-war Memories of a Country School Boy’, District Reporter, 8 December 2008. 

44.   Willis, Ian, ‘First Remembrance Day in Camden’, District Reporter, 7 November 2008. 

43.   Willis, Ian, ‘Memories of Adventure at Camden Airfield’, District Reporter,  21 October 2008. 

42.   Willis, Ian, ‘The flourishing motor trade’, District Reporter,  10 October , 2008. 

41.  Willis, Ian, ‘MP’s struggle to maintain ‘country town’, District Reporter, 8 August 2008. 

40.  Willis, Ian, ‘A Member with Character’, Back Then, District Reporter, 1August 2008. 

39.   Willis, Ian, ‘The Not-So-Humble Fibro’, Back Then, District Reporter, 16 May 2008. 

38.  Willis, Ian, ‘Valuable Service to the War Effort’, Back Then, District Reporter, 2 May 2008. 

37.  Willis, Ian, ‘Women at the Home Front’, Back Then, District Reporter, 25 April 2008. 

36.   Willis, Ian, ‘Movies On the Big Screen’, Back Then, District Reporter¸28 March 2008. 

35.   Willis, Ian, ‘ Private Property To Bustling Suburb’, Back Then, District Reporter, 29 February 2008. 

34.  Willis, Ian, ‘Gentry Founded Elderslie’, Back Then, District Reporter, 8 February 2008. 

33.  Willis, Ian, ‘Baby Boomers Write Their Own Chapter in History’, Back Then, District Reporter, 25 January 2008. 

32.  Willis, Ian and Anne Oehme, ‘Memories of Summer Holidays, Hillview, Lodges Rd, Elderslie, 1940s’, Camden History, 

Journal of the Camden Historical Society, vol 2, no 4, September 2007, pp. 128-139. 

31. Willis, Ian, ‘ Historical Society Celebrates 50 Years, Address at the Civic Reception, 20 July 2007’, Camden History, 

Journal of the Camden Historical Society, vol 2, no 4, September 2007, pp. 120-123. 

http://www.heritagetourism.com.au/the-glory-of-steam-pansy-the-camden-tram/
http://www.camdenhistory.org.au/OranPark.pdf
http://www.camdenremembers.com.au/crcemetery.html
http://www.camdenhistory.org.au/Spring%20Farm.pdf
http://www.camdenhistory.org.au/OranPark.pdf
http://www.camdenhistory.org.au/camdenbibliography.html
http://www.camdenhistory.org.au/Narellan%20Vale.pdf
http://www.camdenhistory.org.au/Narellan.pdf
http://www.camdenhistory.org.au/Mount%20Annan.pdf
http://www.camdenhistory.org.au/Elderslie.pdf
http://www.camdenhistory.org.au/Camden.pdf
http://www.camdenhistory.org.au/Just%20Keep%20Digging.pdf


last updated Sept 2014 

    

6 

30.  Willis, Ian, ‘Fifty Years of Local History, The Camden Historical Society , 1957-2007, Address at the 50th Anniversary 

Meeting’, Camden History, Journal of the Camden Historical Society, vol 2, no 4, September 2007, pp. 96-117. 

29. Willis, Ian,  ‘Objects and Their Stories, Cottage Furniture, 1930s Kitchen Chair’, Camden History, Journal of the Camden 

Historical Society, vol 2, no 4, September 2007, pp. 86-87. 

28. Willis, Ian, ‘2007 President’s Report’, Camden History, Journal of the Camden Historical Society, vol 2, no 4, September 

2007, pp. 81-85.  

27.   Willis, Ian, ‘Camden’s Rich Musical Heritage’, Back Then, District Reporter,  5 October 2007. 
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15.  Willis, Ian, ‘The Social Structure of Camden’, Back Then, District Reporter, 11 May 2007. 

14. Willis, Ian, ‘Camden War Cemetery’, Back Then, District Reporter, 20 April 2007. 
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4.  Willis, Ian, ‘Camden at War’, Camden Crier, 10 February 1993. 
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2.  Willis, Ian, ‘Camden Volunteers’, Retrospective, Camden Crier, 18 August 1987. 

1.   Willis, Ian, ‘Nazi Barbarism Editorial’, Retrospective, Camden Crier, 4 August 1987. 

 

 

 

 Public Lectures   
 

 
20.  Willis, Ian, ‘Camden and the Great War’, Camden Historical Society Lecture, Camden, 10 September 2014 

19.  Willis, Ian, ‘The Camden district Red Cross 1914-1945’, Camden Historical Society Lecture, Camden, 9 October 2013 

18. Willis, Ian, ‘Townies, ex-urbanites and aesthetics, issues of identity on Sydney’s rural-urban fringe’ presented at the 

WEA/PHA Seminar, History House, Sydney, 23 May 2012. First presented at 11th Australasian Urban History/Planning 

History Conference Urban Transformations: Booms, Busts and  other Catastrophes at University of Western Australia, 5-8 

February 2012. 

17.  Willis, Ian, ‘Townies, ex-urbanites and aesthetics, issues of identity on Sydney’s rural-urban fringe’ presented at the 

Camden Museum 14 March 2012. First presented at 11th Australasian Urban History/Planning History Conference Urban 

Transformations: Booms, Busts and  other Catastrophes at University of Western Australia, 5-8 February 2012. 

16.  Willis, Ian, ‘Modernism in the Bush, The Inter-war Heritage of a Country Town’, WEA/RAHS/PHA(NSW), RAHS, 
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15.  Willis, Ian, ‘On the edge’, Camden Historical Society, lecture for 2011 National Trust Heritage Week Amazing Stories, 
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13.  Willis, Ian, ‘The making and re-making of familiar places: Camden’, WEA/RAHS/PHA(NSW), RAHS, History House, 
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12.  Willis, Ian, ‘Yearning, Longing and the Remaking of Camden’s Identity: the myths and reality of ‘a country town idyll’, 

Campbelltown and Airds Historical Society, 24 May 2008.  

11.  Willis, Ian, ‘Yearning, Longing and the Remaking of Camden’s Identity: the myths and reality of ‘a country town idyll’, 

Camden Historical Society, 12 September 2007. 

10.   Willis, Ian, ‘Fifty Years of Local History, Camden Historical Society, 1957-2000’, Camden Historical Society. 13 July 

2007.  

9.   Willis, Ian, ‘Wartime Volunteering in Camden’, Camden Ladies Probus Club, 26 September 2005. 

8.   Willis, Ian, ‘The Camden Red Cross’ Camden Country Women’s Association,.  May 2005 

7.   Willis, Ian, ‘Wartime Volunteering in Camden’, Campbelltown View Club, October 2004. 

6.   Willis, Ian, ‘Wartime Volunteering in Camden’, Nepean District Historical Society, September 2004. 

5.   Willis, Ian, ‘Camden Red Cross’, Camden Evening View Club, June 2004. 

4.  Willis, Ian, ‘The Australian Red Cross in Camden’, The Oaks Historical Society, 1 March 2004. 

3.  Willis, Ian, ‘Wartime Volunteering in Camden’, Camden Historical Society, 9 June 2004. 

2.   Willis, Ian, ‘Camden Goes to War’, Razorback Crankhandle Association, 18 June 1998. 

1.  Willis, Ian, ‘Camden At War’, Camden Rotary Club, 22 January 1998. 

  
 
Blog Postings 
 
6.  Willis, Ian, Camden History Notes. Online @ http://camdenhistorynotes.wordpress.com/  
5.  Willis, Ian, Camden History Notes. Online @ https://www.facebook.com/pages/Camden-History-

Notes/1433284970226274  
4.  Willis, Ian, ‘Branding the Macarthur region’, PHA (NSW) Blog, posted 4 March 2014. Online @ 

http://www.phansw.org.au/branding-the-macarthur-region/  
3. Willis, Ian, Camden History Notes. Online at http://camdenhistorynotes.blogspot.com.au/  
2. Willis, Ian, ‘Ministering Angels to our warriors of Empire’, PHA (NSW) Blog, posted 25 November 2013. Online  @ 
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2013. Online @ http://www.phansw.org.au/academic-snobbery-local-historians-need-more-support-says-ian-willis/  

 
Workshops  
 
5.  Willis, Ian, ‘Writing for the Back Then Page of The District Reporter’, Camden Museum, 16 August 2014 

4.  Willis, Ian, ‘Back Then Writer’s Workshop’, 21 June 2014. 

3. Willis, Ian, ‘Just Keep Digging: An Introductory Workshop Examining Sources in Local History’, Camden Library, 12 

April 2008.   

2. Willis, Ian, ‘ Introductory Research/Writing Workshop for the Camden Entries for the Dictionary of Sydney’, Camden 

Museum, 17 November 2007. 

1.  Willis, Ian, ‘Be A Historical Detective, Conducting Historical Research, An Introductory Workshop for those interested in 

developing historical research skills’, Camden Library, 22 September 2007.  
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1 Willis, Ian, ‘Australia and WW1’, Interview with Lucy Kippist, Features and Issues Editor, News Ltd. 17 April 2013. 

 
Radio 
 
 1.            Willis, Ian, ‘Camden’, Interview with Murray Wilton, Radio 2GB (20 min), 17 November 2006. 
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1. Willis, Ian, Camden, The Interwar Heritage of a Country Town, Exhibition for 2010 National Trust Heritage Festival, The 
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Tours and Walks 
 
3  Willis, Ian, Conference Excursion, ‘Sydney’s rural-urban fringe: the contested, the contestable and the uncontested’, 

organised for the 32nd Australian Historical Association Conference, Mobilities and Mobilisations in History, 8-12 July 

2013, University of Wollongong. 

2      Willis, Ian, Guided Walking Tours,  Explore Camden, .1. Inter-war Camden, & 2. Camden Park Garden. Organised for 

Continuing Professional Development Programme of Professional Historian’s Association (NSW), 13 October 2012. 

1. Willis, Ian, Guided Walking Tour, Inter-war Camden, Walking tour for 2010 History Council of NSW History Week, Faces 

in the Street, Camden Historical Society/Camden Council Library Service, 11 September 2010.  
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